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O Baoihotpdpos tou Wnhopeim

O MixdAns Toykévns, Tpitn yevid peAioook6pos, pas Eevayet otov Bavpaotd koopo
v Baot\iooov pehoooy, Tis omoies extpépet kai Siabéter oe oAoxAnpn mv EAAGOa.

ANO THN TAZOYAA ENTAKOIAH / BY TASSOULA EPTAKILI
OOTOMPA®IEZ: E®H MAPOYTZA / PHOTOS: EFI PAROUTSA

[Tépaoe Ta pdTa xpovia g eNayyeApaTIKAg Tou {onig oTtn peoePIOV piag peydng
£evodoxerakng povddac oto HpdxAei0. Opwg a0QUKTIOUOE. Aaxtapouvoe ta apwpa-

1a g e8oxinc, v eAevdepia g @uong. Kat anogdotoe va aAddéel pota. Tlapart nfn-
K€ Kal £QUYE Y1a To Xwptd Ttou, Ty opopgn ToAooo. Ki ekel, oe évav aAid 01KOYEVEL-

axé gAaiva otoug pdmodeg Tou Wnhopeitn, 010 dpdpo yia ta Avoyela, o 35xpovog
MixdAnc Torykévng é@riaée to S1k6 Tou facidelo: pa mpdTumn peAMOOOKOPIKA pova-

Sa, 6mou kdvel ipdén 6oa épabe anod tov peAIcOOKGHO TATITIOU TOU. «O 1é1I0¢ NTAV 1-

Savikocy, e&nyel. «OUte og peydlo upépeTpo oUte ota medivd. Kat pe avbogopia oxe-

56v 610 To xpovo. YIrpXe K1 £va JIKPO PETOXL, TIOU O TIaTToUg XpNoIPHOToI0U0E W¢ TIa-
PAOKEUAOTNPI10...»

D1hoTp60d0¢ kat priopadiig kabwg eivar -n pikpn fifAodikn oto ypageio Tou elvat
yepdtn 161kd ouyypdppata-, oUvtopa £éKave éva axopn frpa. Ztpd@nke oTtny mrapa-

ndpxouv otnv EAAGSa kat o povadikdg otny Kpritn mou éxe1 e€aopaliosr Tny 18 1KA M-
otonomon arné to lewmoviké INavemotmpio.
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BREEDING QUEENS
ON PSILORITIS
Beekeeper Michalis Tsigenis

guides Blue to his estate,
where he raises queen bees
for sale all around Greece.

He spent the first years of his professional
: life at the reception desk of a big hotel unit
. in Heraklion, Crete, but Michalis Tsigenis
yoyn {okoU ke@alaiou. ApX10€ va EKTPEPEL Baoihooeg (mepimou 2.500 etnoing), 11§ :
omoiec S1afétel oe peAIOOOKOPOUG avd TV EMKPATELD, YA £VOUVAP®ON TOV PEAIOOIOV
Toug. £ta 35 Tou xpévia, gival £vag amno toug elaxiotoug (Aiyétepot and Héka) ou u-

yearned for the freedom that only the
countryside can offer. As a result he left
for his native village, the beautiful Tylissos,

i where, in an old family olive grove in the
: foothills of Mount Psiloritis, the 35-year-
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H kabnpepivétntd tou Sev eivar eikoAn. ATré vwpic to ipwi péxpr apyd to Ppddu Ppi-
oketal OtAa ota pediooa. «Kabnpepivée kat yioptég. [pénel va éxo XopTtdteg Tic pé-
Awooec. Na embewp Tic kuypédec. Na diakpive eykaipwg Ta onpddia kamolag Kata-
otpogikng aobéverag...» Kat, puoikd, utrdpxel n gpovtida twv facthicowy. Kdbe eikoot
pépeg, o Mixaing padever tic faoihiooec ané ta pediooa kat tig avukaborad pe véeg,
eKKoAarrtopeves. Autéc Ba yovipomomfouv kai ovte kabeéric. O1 facihiooeg mou oto
petadi éxouv Byet and tv kuyédn Ba ta&idéyouv oe 0A6kAnpn tnv EAAGSaq, yia va ev-
Sduvapwoouy ta pedioola dAAwv pedioookopov. Kabepa Oa yevvioer éva véo oprivog.

[Tepmardpe oto ktpa. Mou 6etxvel tig mnAwveg kupédeg mrou £1de o £va fif3Aio loto-
plag ka1 {ntnoe ané £vay ayyel0mAdotn Tng TEPLOXNAC va Tou @ridéet idiec. «Eival dmmg
autég mou Bpébnkayv otig avaoka@ég tng Kvwoou. a va pnv Eexvape tg pideg pag!»
Mou pidder kat y1a ta gutd amé ta omoia tpé@etal to pedioot. «To xempwva avlidouv ot
Bpoufec kat o1 Euvideg kat to xwpdg Bdgetar pe xpopata. Kat 6co Ba mAnoider n a-
voién, Ba avbioouv o1 packopnAiég, £merta to Hpoupim, o Bupdpr...» H Cwni tou Kpnmi-
KoU Bacthotpoou kuldel rapdAAnAa pe t {on Ty HEAIOO®Y TOU...

H povada tou mapayer kar drabéter kabe xpévo otnv ayopd (1pog to mapéy pévo tnv
KPNTIKI) 4 Tovoug peAioy, 9 - 12 kihd faocidiko moAto kai 200 - 300 kidd yupn. Katag@ép-
vel, dnAadn, va (e adlonpenia¢ Tny o1koyéveld Tou, aoAapfdvovrtag tautéxpova kdbe
Aemrté otny UmaiBpo. «E6® dev pe akoupmder kavéva mpoPfAnpa. Ayxavopat pévo yia
1a pediooa pour, Aéel yeAwvrag. Kai o1 6o pikpoi yiot tou; @a toug H18déet tav téxvn
T0U; «Ayano 1§ péAooeg, alldd yia ekeivoug overpevopat va orouddcouy. Eivai kaAu-
TEpa va OoUAeUEl KAVELS Pe TOo pUald Iapd pe ta X€pid...»

[TAnpogopiec: MeAoooxkopia Towykévng, TuAiooog HpakAeiou Kpritng,
nA. 2810-831.180, www.tsigenis.com

KUWEAnc yia va @riagel véa anoikia. / A swarm of bees that has just
left its overcrowded beehive and is on its way to create a new colony.
2. Mia ané Tic nAMVES KUPEAEC-aVTiypagpa autwy nou BpéBnkav

atnv Kvwaé. / One of the clay hives, which are copies of the

ones found at the archaeological site of Knossos.

3. Inic olyxpovec KUPEMEC LE TN OoTOAN Epyaciac.

/ Working at the beehives in a protective suit.

old created a model apiary where he puts
into practice everything he learned from
his beekeeper grandfather. Eager to move
forward, he soon got down to business. He

started producing queen bees (2,500 per
year), which he sells to other beekeepers
around the countryto strengthen their own
colonies. He is one of less than 10 queen
breeders in Greece and the only one on
Crete to have obtained certification from
the Agricultural University of Athens. In
addition to the queen breeding side of his
business, Tsigenis also produces some 4
tons of honey, 9-12 kilos of royal jelly and
200-300 kilos of pollen every year, for the
time being only available on Crete.

After a long walk at his estate, he tells me
that his clay hives are reproductions of
some that he had seen in a history book. He
asked a local potter in his area to recreate
them. “They are the same as those found at
Knossos. We shouldn’t forget our roots”.

Info: Apiary Tsigenis, Tylissos, Heraklion,
Crete, tel. 2810-831.180, www.tsigenis.com

BLUE MAGAZINE | 75



